
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 
Recorded meeting 

 
Nick Ciampa called the meeting to order at 5:50 p.m.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Nick stated that the virtual meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Kevin McNeil     present  Nicholas Ciampa        present   Zach Lichtmann  present 
Ayeshah Ali     excused  Mayor Kramer            present   Amy Arsiwala              present 
Tianna Gresham         present  Agnes Kulu-Banya     present 
 
January Adams           present 
 
Nomination and Election of Officers: 
 
Kevin nominated Nick for president. Agnes seconded. There were no other nominations and all were in favor. 
Nick nominated Kevin for secretary. Agnes seconded. There were no other nominations and all were in favor 
Agnes nominated herself for Vice President/Treasurer. Kevin seconded. There were no other nominations and all 
were in favor. 
 
Congratulations were offered to the new officers.  
 
Nick opened the meeting to public comment. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public comments. 
 
Kevin motioned to approve the minutes of the October 23, 2024 meeting.  Zach seconded and all were in favor. 
 
 
Director’s Report: 
 
January presented the financial reports of the Director’s report for the months of October, November, and December.  The 
financial reports were filed for audit.  
 
January highlighted various aspects of the narrative section of her monthly report. She noted that: 
 

 All three (adult, teen and children) winter reading programs began on December 23. Ninety-one adults, 29 teens, and 69 
children have signed up so far.   

 The Adult Services Department held 50 adult programs that 558 people attended.  
 The Youth Services Department held 35 programs that 770 people attended. 
 The library received a very favorable Google review in December.  
 The 18-month-long First Steps Basic English course, that was hosted at FTPL had concluded with several dozen 

students having been able to improve their English skills. 
 The librarian in charge of the Historical Room has been assisting the Somerset County Historical Society with research 

and materials for their program about the history of Weston Mill.  
 The Lewis Street branch staff hosted a table at the Youth Center’s Jingle and Mingle event on December 13. The table 

was featured on the Youth Center JAM video because of the staff members’ very festive holiday outfits.  
 
 

President’s Report: 
 
None 



Correspondence and communications: 
 Email request to extend weekend hours (held from cancelled November and December meetings w/o 

quorums) 
 “Are Libraries the Key to Living Your Best Life?” by Hallie Rich, Library Journal, p. 5, January 2025 
 “The Public Library, Open to All, for Free. What a Blessing.” By Christian Zabriskie, The Star-Ledger, p. 

A11, January 7, 2025 
 
  
Old Business: 
 
None 
  
 
New Business:  
 

Amy motioned to accept the proposed board meeting schedule for 2025. Kevin seconded and all were in favor. 
 

Kevin motioned to authorize January to respond to Depali Desai’s request to extend weekend hours at the library 
with data and reasons why the board will not be implementing her request.  Agnes seconded and all were in favor. 

 
Board members discussed at length the question of whether the library could ensure that any book placed in the 
Young Adult Room (or other designated youth sections), meet an equivalent rating of PG13 or lower. Pros and 
cons of limiting access to various works that some might find objectionable were raised.   

 
 
Nick opened the meeting for public comment. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public comments. 
 
The next meeting will be February 26, 2025 
 
Kevin motioned to adjourn, Agnes seconded, all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 6:53  
 
   
January Adams 
Director of Library Services  


