
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025 
Recorded meeting 

 
Nick Ciampa called the meeting to order at 5:47 p.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Nick stated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act and welcomed the 
new Mayor’s liaison Debora Kelly to the board. 
 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Kevin McNeil     present  Nicholas Ciampa        present   Debora Kelly   present 
Ayeshah Ali     excused Mayor Kramer            present   Amy Arsiwala       present 
Tianna Gresham         absent  Agnes Kulu-Banya     absent 
 
January Adams           present 
 
Nick opened the meeting to public comment I. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public comments. 
 
Amy motioned to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2025 meeting.  Kevin seconded and all were in favor. 
 
 
Director’s Report: 
 
January presented the financial reports of the Director’s report for the month of April.  The financial reports were filed for 
audit.  
 
January highlighted various aspects of the narrative section of her monthly report. She noted that: 

 The Adult Services Department held 56 adult programs that 774 people attended.  
 The Youth Services Department held 41 programs that 1,298 people attended. 
 Members of the Youth Services Department visited Claremont School’s Buddy Bash dance for special needs children on 

April 25.  
 The Young Adult Librarian hosted a group of special needs students from the Center School for a library jobs tour on 

May 7.. 
 The Summer 2025 Reading Buddies program has accepted 19 volunteers, and the application portal has closed. 

 
 

President’s Report: 
 
None 
 
Correspondence and communications: 
 

 “Letter from the Publisher,” by George Kendall, Booklist, p.4, April 1 & 15, 2025. 
 “Judge Staves off Further Damage to IMLS – for Now,” by NodB, Publishers Weekly, p. 6, May 5, 2025. 
 “Lessons in Resilience,” by Denise Lyons, Library Journal, p. 12, April 2025. 
 Diaz letter 

  
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
 



 
 
New Business:  
 
Discussion about Diaz letter advocating “little free libraries” in township parks. Information provided by board 
members included background of the movement, the name of a townsperson who might build one, and the importance 
of having a steward. The library can provide donated books but will leave proposed installation and implementation to 
others.  
 
Kevin motioned to approve the proposed library 25/26 budget. Debbie seconded.  
Roll Call vote: 
 
 Kevin McNeil  yes Nicholas Ciampa       yes      Debora Kelly yes         Amy Arsiwala yes 
 
Kevin motioned to restrict the estimated $885,002 2025/2026 budget surplus towards the library’s capital fund for 
future projects and maintenance of fixed assets. Amy seconded. 
Roll Call vote: 
 
 Kevin McNeil  yes Nicholas Ciampa       yes      Debora Kelly yes         Amy Arsiwala yes 
 
 
Amy motioned to move into executive session for the purpose of discussing negotiations regarding a donation 
proposal to rename the children’s section of the library.  Kevin seconded, all were in favor and the executive session 
began at 6:31 
 
Debie motioned to move the meeting out of executive session at 6:46.   Kevin seconded and all were in favor.  
 
Kevin motioned to approve the gift agreement contract between the Family of Frances and Anna Diamente and the 
Board of Trustees of the Franklin Township Public Library with the following addition to section 4: Recognition of 
the Gift shall also include a mounted plaque inscribed with biographical information about the Diamente sisters and 
their commitment to teaching in a size and text agreed upon the Director, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, and the 
Donor. Amy seconded and all were in favor.  
 
Nick opened the meeting for public comment II. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public 
comments. 
 
Debbie motioned to reschedule the next board meeting to June 18. Amy seconded and all were in favor.  
 
The next meeting will be June 18, 2025. 
 
Amy motioned to adjourn, Kevin  seconded, all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 6:51.  
 
   
January Adams 
Director of Library Services  


