
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 
Recorded meeting 

 
Board President Nick Ciampa called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Nick stated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Kevin McNeil     present  Nicholas Ciampa        present   Debora Kelly   present 
Ayeshah Ali     present  Mayor Kramer            present   Amy Arsiwala       absent 
Tianna Gresham         excused Agnes Kulu-Banya     excused 
 
January Adams             present 
Clara Wilson, BOE liaison  present 
 
Nick opened the meeting to public comments. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public 
comments. 
  
Kevin motioned to approve the minutes of the January 28 meeting.  Ayeshah seconded and all were in favor. 
 
 
Director’s Report: 
 
January presented the financial reports of the Director’s report for the month of January.  The financial reports were filed for 
audit.  
 
January highlighted various aspects of the narrative section of her monthly operating report.  

 On January 18, a member of the Plainfield Curling Club gave a presentation to an interested audience of 30. 
 Members of the Youth Services Department held 41 programs attended by 1,109 children and adults.  
 The Adult Services Department scheduled 52 programs that were attended by 701 people. 
  

President’s Report: 

Nick reported that he had been in contact with Ron Urioste, President of the Franklin Astronomy Club, regarding the 
club’s proposal asking the library to participate in the national Library Telescope Program. Their discussion centered 
on the following possibilities: that the club would purchase a telescope and donate it to the library; that the telescope 
would be housed at the library in a locked cabinet; and that interested people would make arrangements with the club 
to borrow and return the telescope.   

As of this date, Highland Scientific, the dealer of telescopes specially designed for the Library Telescope Program, 
has not received any.  The Franklin Astronomy Club is slated to receive one of the first available units. The price was 
quoted at $370. 

Nick concluded his report by recommending that the board continue to define the ground rules, examine the telescope 
when it becomes available, and then decide whether to proceed.  

 
Correspondence and communications: 

 “A Most Unlikely Year,” by Alan S. Inouye, Library Journal, p. 24, January 2026 
  “SCOTUS Will not Hear TX Freedom to Read Case,” by Lisa Peet, Library Journal, p. 6, February 2026 
 “IMLS Opens 2026 Grant Apps,” by NodB, Publishers Weekly, p. 6, January 19, 2026 
 “Trump Administration Appeals IMLS Verdict,” Publishers Weekly, p. 7, January 26, 2026 

  



Old Business: 
 
None 
 
New Business: 
 
None 
 
Nick opened the meeting for public comment II. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public 
comments. 
 
The next meeting will be on March 25, 2026 
 
Debbie motioned to adjourn, Ayeshah seconded, all were in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:01.  
 
   
 
January Adams 
Director of Library Services  


