
 
 

 

Grades 11 & 12 

Dear 11th & 12th Grade Students:  
 
We truly wish you an amazing summer. We hope you return re-energized and ready for your next school year. 
With that in mind, we recognize the importance of reading over the summer. As a department, we would love 
for you to read something you enjoy, but we would also like to give you the opportunity to be better prepared 
for the upcoming school year. Please read the following information about your summer reading assignment 
carefully.  

Summer Reading Book Choice and Assignment:  

What should I read over the summer? 

Choose your book from the attached list that aligns with the first unit of your upcoming school year. 
 
The first unit of eleventh grade is “Origins: Who are we Culturally.”  
Please read a book from the following list: ​​  11th Grade Summer Reading Recommendations

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The first unit of twelfth grade is “Unit 1: Writing the Personal Narrative for College”  
Choose any memoir of a person that interests you.  A memoir is a true story in which the author focuses on a 
specific, meaningful chapter of their life.  Exposure to this type of personal narrative writing will help you to 
write your own personal narrative essay, which could be used when applying for college.  

 

If you need recommendations, choose a book from the following list: 12th Grade Summer Reading Choice List 
OR Contemporary Memoirs by Writers of Color 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Where can I get my summer reading book?  
★​ Franklin Township Public Library 
★​ Destiny Library App : (Username and Password align with what you use to log onto your Chromebook.)  
★​ FHS Library: Students in grades 9-11 can check out books for the summer by the end of the school year.  
★​ Z-Library: You can download free books here.  
★​ A bookseller, such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18W_LLmHQAvBD3WCzZb6w5B6Qntx8UBRyK1KZKo442Cs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dhyvBDUb0UOVBpnU8wH5DtJLxITHmXV3WAxByweOyZg/edit?tab=t.0
https://bookriot.com/must-read-memoirs-by-writers-of-color/
https://www.franklintwp.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/4302
https://z-lib.org/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/


 

Choose your Assignment:  

Please complete one of the following tasks to turn in to your teacher in September. You only need to do one 
assignment, not one from each category. This will be your first graded assignment of the school year.  
 

Analytical Writing Options:  
 
Double-Entry Journal: As you read, you will be responsible for keeping a double-entry journal. Five entries 
should be written about the book's first half, and five entries should be written about the book's second half (for 
10 entries total).  

●​ You may choose to record your entries electronically or on paper.  
●​ Use this template to complete your journal:  Double Entry Journal Template

 
Digital Book Talk: Your talk should contain the following elements:  

●​ Briefly summarize the book's plot and identify the genre, but do not give away the ending.  Consider 
what you would and would not have wanted to know before reading: 

●​ The theme of the book 
●​ The major conflict 
●​ A brief description of the main characters and their relationships 
●​ Setting and how it relates to the plot and characters. 
●​ Mention if the book reminds you of another book you have read or a movie you have seen 
●​ Identify what you think the author would have wanted readers to take from  the experience of reading 

the book 
●​ Point out a significant or influential passage from your book and explain its significance.  
●​ Tell the audience if you recommend the book and why or why not. Remember, even if the book was 

not one of your favorites, it does not mean that someone else may not enjoy it. 
●​ Using a program like Loom, create a Google Slides presentation and record yourself delivering your 

talk while presenting your slides.  
 

Creative Writing Option:  
 
Character Diary / Journal: You will create a diary or journal written from the perspective of one of the 
characters in the novel. Your diary must include all the significant events in the novel and the feelings that your 
character experiences. You should write this diary in first person (“I”) and demonstrate some literary elements 
such as plot, setting, characterization, conflict, resolution, and theme through your entries. For example, when 
your character discusses an event's time or place, you include the novel's setting. Be sure to address the 
following: 

●​ Plot: Since this is a diary or journal, all events should be presented in chronological order. 
●​ Setting: Your entries should tell us where and when these events occur.  
●​ Characterization: Be sure to stay true to the character you have selected and reveal their personality 

through thoughts, feelings, and actions. 
●​ Conflict: Be sure to address the internal and external conflicts your character deals with throughout the 

novel.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1egQgPe_IYdIDxxv0mKhqF8RfKNBEOi0lr5DSidqFE8o/edit?usp=sharing


 
●​ Resolution / Theme:  Your final entry should express the character’s thoughts and feelings about the 

novel's outcome and what has been learned. 
●​ Your diary or journal must include 10 entries. Each entry should be a minimum of 6-10 sentences.  
●​ You can find lots of free journal templates available from SlidesGo and SlidesCarnival. 

 
Creative Project Option: 

 
Character Mind Map: What would we see if we could look inside your character's head? Using the templates 
provided or creating your own, you can make a mind map for a character of your choice. Your mind map may 
be digital or a physical poster. Your mind map must contain the following elements:  

●​ References to both the character's personality traits and changes throughout the book 
●​ Visual symbols 
●​ Your character's three most important quotes (or quotes describing the character) 

Suggested Elements (Choose at least 4) 
●​ Motivation and Values: Actors often discuss a character's objective within a work. What is the most 

important goal for your character? What drives their thoughts and actions? This is their "spine." How 
can you illustrate this central objective? 

●​ Virtues and Vices: What are your character's most admirable qualities? Their worst? How can you 
make us visualize them? 

●​ Color: Colors are often symbolic. What color(s) do you most associate with your character? Why? 
How can you effectively use these colors in your presentation? 

●​ Symbols: What objects can you associate with your character that illustrate their essence? Are there 
objects mentioned within the work itself that you could use? If not, choose objects that correspond 
with the character. 

●​ Conflicts: With whom or what does your character struggle? Another character? Their own personality 
and/or decisions? Unfortunate events? Fate? How might you illustrate these conflicts? 

●​ Mirror, Mirror: Consider how your character appears to others on the surface and what you know 
about the character's inner self. Do these 
images clash or correspond? What does this 
tell you about the character? 

●​ Changes: How has your character changed 
within the work? Trace these changes within 
your text and/or artwork. 

●​ Peaks and Valleys: Identify the high and low 
points of your character's life within the 
work, and determine the causes (events, 
characters?) and effects (mental distress, 
drastic measures?) of these peaks and 
valleys. 

For ideas, use these templates and 
examples: Mind Map Template  Mind Map 
Examples 

 

 

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.slidescarnival.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cwcRFZlyAQuOk97RSpbddNK8E_hfvPfQoDkqZH4TCzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gQI0HtwXd-TZjMhODzLSbIopl4RuS_qBuc9w514RyRI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gQI0HtwXd-TZjMhODzLSbIopl4RuS_qBuc9w514RyRI/edit?usp=sharing

