
 

Summer Reading 2026 
Grades 9 & 10   
 

 

Dear 9th & 10th Grade Students:  

 

We truly wish you a fantastic summer. We hope you return re-energized and ready for your next 

school year. With that in mind, we recognize the importance of reading over the summer. As a 

department, we would love for you to read something you enjoy, but we would also like to give 

you the opportunity to be better prepared for the upcoming school year. Please read the following 

information about your summer reading assignment carefully.  

 

Summer Reading Book Choice and  Assignment:  
 

Choose your book:  

  

You may choose any book you like that is grade level appropriate to read.  

 

If you want to read a book that will align with the first unit of your upcoming school year, you 

may, but it is not required. You may pick any book you want.  

 

9th Grade Unit 1: “A World of Mystery” (Choose any mystery novel). If you need 

recommendations, check out this list: Mystery Book Recommendations 

 

10th Grade Unit 1: “Clash of Culture and Creation of Conflict” (Choose any book where two 

different groups of people conflict.) If you need recommendations, check out this list:  

Clash of Culture Recommendations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bGG7f4tMls9XrJo7lKYDCQWgsx6ht_2jVLmxDdZxQmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Lc9FgoiTmsjVZ0J1YV7jYhtgVtMYd_ORUKdJR6_TKE/edit?usp=sharing


Choose your Assignment:  

 

Please complete one of the following tasks to turn in to your teacher in September. You only 

need to do one assignment, not one from each category. This will be a graded assignment for the 

school year.  

 

Analytical Writing Options  

 

1. Character Analysis: Choose one major character in your novel and, in 2 to 3 paragraphs, 

identify their wants/needs and the obstacles that stand in their way. How does their ability 

or inability to overcome those obstacles shape them after the novel? 

 

2. Theme Analysis: Identify the theme or message of the novel you read and in 2 to 3 

paragraphs, explain how at least 2 of the following develop the theme in your book: 

character, plot, conflict, or mood of the story.  

 

 

Creative Writing Options  

 

1. Character Interview: Create an interview with a main character in your novel. Choose 5 

to 7 questions that you would like to ask your main character, and in responses of 3 to 5 

sentences, answer those questions as if you are the main character.  

 

2. Life Lessons: Create a booklet of 5 to 7 lessons you can learn from the book you read. 

Quotes, themes, or life lessons of your book can inspire these. Incorporate a 2 to 3-

sentence explanation of how this lesson emerged and why it is important.  

 

Creative Project Options 

 

1. Character Body Biography: Using the provided template or creating your own, write a 

body biography for a character of your choice. The body biography must include the 

following elements by using words and images: Body Biography Template 

○ The Heart: What the character loves most, with a brief explanation of your choice. 

○ The Spine:  This is the character’s objective/goal within the novel. Briefly explain 

how you know this is the character’s goal or objective.  

○ The Feet: This is the foundation of the character. This should be the character’s 

most fundamental beliefs about life. Include a brief explanation of how you know 

this is the foundation of your character.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iM2XwvUmJaJQoushoesLwJ9UWZ8l4ulew0Ymc8mRGTg/edit?usp=sharing


○ The Hands: Items associated with the character, either literally or figuratively. 

Include a brief explanation of the objects you choose. 

○ Quotations:  Near the character’s head, place three direct quotations from the 

story that sum up the character and add to an understanding of the character. 

These quotes do not necessarily need to be spoken by the character; they may be 

spoken by the narrator or another character. Include a brief explanation of each 

quote. 

  

 

2. Theme One-Pager:  Create a one-pager that identifies the novel's theme and includes at 

least two images, two word collages, and two quotes from the book that support the 

theme. Examples of what a one-pager should look like can be found here: One Pager 

Examples 

 

 

What if I don’t know what to read?  
You are allowed to read any book you would like that is grade level appropriate, but if you are 

struggling with ideas, these lists may help you:  

 

Teen Book Recommendations 

 

Best Books for Teens By Age 

 

Best Books for Teens 2021 | The New York Public Library 

 

Incoming 9th Graders, if you want to read a mystery book, some options can be found here 

(You can always choose your mystery book):  

 

Mystery Book Recommendations 

 

Incoming 10th Graders, if you want to read a Clash of Culture  book, some options can be 

found here (You can always choose your book about culture clashes):  

 

Clash of Culture Recommendations  

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAMj7YqR4JyOktRkaJtQylCi2TJw7k4b-DQQsoYaMwI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAMj7YqR4JyOktRkaJtQylCi2TJw7k4b-DQQsoYaMwI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.franklintwp.org/teens/teen-book-recommendations/
https://bookriot.com/best-books-for-teens/
https://www.nypl.org/books-more/recommendations/best-books/teens
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bGG7f4tMls9XrJo7lKYDCQWgsx6ht_2jVLmxDdZxQmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Lc9FgoiTmsjVZ0J1YV7jYhtgVtMYd_ORUKdJR6_TKE/edit?usp=sharing


 
Where can I get my summer reading book?  

 
Franklin Township Public Library 

 

Destiny Library App: Username and Password match the ones you use to log in to your 

Chromebook.  

 

FHS Library: Students in grades 9-11 can check out books for the summer by the end of the 

school year.  

 

Z-Library: You can download free books here.  

 

Amazon 

 

Barnes & Noble 

 

 

 

 

https://www.franklintwp.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/4302
https://z-library.bz/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/

