LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, June 24, 2026
Recorded meeting
Board President Nick Ciampa called the meeting to order at 5:46 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Nick stated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:

Kevin McNeil present Nicholas Ciampa present Debora Kelly present
Ayeshah Ali present Mayor Kramer present Clara Wilson present
Tianna Gresham absent Agnes Kulu-Banya  excused

January Adams present

Kevin motioned to approve the minutes of the May 27 meeting. Clara seconded and all were in favor.

Director’s Reports:
January presented the financial reports of the Director’s report for the month of May. The financial reports were filed for audit.

January highlighted various aspects of the narrative section of her monthly operating report.

e The Head of Youth Services attended the Veterans’ Resource and Wellness Outreach on June 2, adding another group to
the library’s outreach services.

e On May 30, the library hosted a Community Cookbook Swap in partnership with In Bed By Ten Events and Three Birds
Farm. Participants traded cookbooks, learned ow to make sourdough bread, and sampled butter from a butter making
demonstration.

e The library has a new Epson scanner that provides a faster and easer way for patrons and staff to scan and save normal

sized pictures.

Members of the Youth Services Department held 42 in-house programs that 1,221 people attended.

The Adult Services Department scheduled 69 adult and teen programs with 845 attendees.

The Youth Services Department hosted a very successful in-house class visit with Hillcrest School’s first grade classes.

The Branch Manager of the Lewis Street Branch inaugurated a series of programs featuring cups of each of the teas that

the colonists threw into Boston Harbor.

President’s Report:

Nick stated that the telescope loan program was progressing. The Astronomy Club will be hosting a table at the township’s
upcoming Fourth of July celebration on July 2. Kevin and Ayeshah volunteered to join Ron Urioste at the table to represent the
library board.

Correspondence and communications:
o “Check It Out,” by Brigid Alverson, Publishers Weekly, p. 53, June 8, 2026
e “Library Orgs Call Out Big Five Over Digital Lending,” by Nathalie Op De Beek, Publishers Weekly, p. 7, June
1,2026

A brief discussion of the articles ensued. At Nick’s request, January explained the pros and cons of the library’s
utilization of eBooks and the differences between loans of eBooks and physical books.

Old Business:
None



New Business:
None

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the open Public Meetings Act, (N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b) (1-9), Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the
exclusion of the Public from a meeting under certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Township Public Library Board of Trustees is of the opinion that such circumstances do exist,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Franklin Township Public Library Board of Trustees in the County of
Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter specified subject matters:

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:
a) Personnel

3. The Franklin Township Public Library Board of Trustees may take official action on those items discussed in Executive
Session upon completion of the Executive Session.

4. The minutes of the discussions shall be made available to the public as soon as the matters under discussion are no
longer of a confidential or sensitive nature.

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The aforesaid resolution was moved by Debbie and seconded by Ayeshah. All were in favor and the board adjourned
into Executive Session at 6:13 p.m.

Ayeshah motioned to move the meeting out of executive session. Kevin seconded, all were in favor and the meeting
moved out of executive session at 6:45 p.m.

Ayeshah motioned to increase the director’s salary to $169,000 for FY26/27 effective July 1, 2026. Debbie seconded.
Roll Call Vote:

Nicholas Ciampa yes  DeboraKelly yes  Ayeshah Ali yes  Kevin McNeil ves
Clara Wilson yes

Nick opened the meeting for public comment. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public
comments.

January thanked the board for its support and appreciation of her efforts as director.

The next meeting will be on August 26, 2026

Kevin motioned to adjourn, Clara seconded, all were in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:48.

January Adams
Director of Library Services



