LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, August 26, 2026
Recorded meeting
Board President Nick Ciampa called the meeting to order at 5:49 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Nick stated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:

Kevin McNeil present Nicholas Ciampa present Debora Kelly excused
Ayeshah Ali present Mayor Kramer present Clara Wilson present
Tianna Gresham present Agnes Kulu-Banya  present

January Adams present

Public Comment Portion: Kiki Anastasakos of Canal Walk asked why FTPL was not a member of the Somerset
County Library System and why FTPL did not have access to Libby. Nick described some of the advantages of FTPL
remaining as a municipal library, and January explained that although FTPL was quite interested in Libby, the great
cost associated with it put it beyond the library’s budget at this time.

The Mayor read an email from Patrick Murray asking why the library only has 7-to-10-hour part time positions.
January explained that various positions have different numbers of hours. She added that the library has a limited
number of hours available for part-timers and that adding hours to one employee means taking hours away from
another. Note: Bill Bowman from the Franklin Reporter & Advocate was present recording the meeting.

Nick motioned to go into executive session for a matter subject to attorney-client privilege. Agnes seconded, all were
in favor, and the meeting went into executive session at 6:04 p.m.

At 6:54 p.m., it was stated that there would be no formal action following the executive session.

Kevin motioned to approve the minutes of the June 24 meeting. Clara seconded and all were in favor.
Director’s Reports:
January presented the financial reports of the Director’s report for the month of July. The financial reports were filed for audit.

January highlighted various aspects of the narrative section of her monthly operating report.

e All three summer reading challenges ended on August 17. One hundred and twelve adults, 43 teens, and 266
kids registered.

o Staff represented the library at Zufhall Health’s Family Fun Day at SGS Middle School. Later that same day,
staff hosted a table at the township’s National Night Out. Both events were well attended and offered
opportunities to distribute books and information.

e On July 8 and July 15, the library held two concerts. The audiences enjoyed the music of Tal Naccarato and
T-Klez.

e Current enrollment for the Teen Reading Challenge: 100 Books before Graduation has reached 86 registrants.

e AsofJuly 31, the 164 active registrants of the 2026 Yearlong Reading Challenge had read 3,021 books and
submitted 197 book reviews.

e The Spring 2026 Volunteer Session had ended. The volunteers spent 205 hours shelf reading and doing various
assignments. January added that the volunteers provide an invaluable service to the library.



President’s Report:

Nick read the following statement: “Yesterday we lost a great American songwriter, singer, actress, and philanthropist. Dolly
Parton’s vision, backed by her generosity, created the Imagination Library that has gifted three tenths of a billion books since its
founding in 1995. Her father was illiterate, and Dolly wanted to assure that no children from her home county in eastern
Tennessee suffered the same fate. The Imagination Library gave one book per month for the first five years of a child’s life. It
spread, and is now active in Australia, Canada, Ireland, the United Kingdom, as well as in the United States.”

Correspondence and communications:
“Buying Books Becomes Costly,” by Josh Rivera, US4 Today, June 23, 2026, p. 1B
“Audiobook Sales Titles Up in 2026” by Ed Nawotka,. Publishers Weekly, June 15, 2026, p.7.
“The Library Market Heats Up,” by Nathalie Op De Beeck, Publishers Weekly, June 29, 2026, p.6
“Library Organizations Call for Ebook Pricing Changes,” by Lisa Peet, Library Journal, July 2026, p. 6.

Old Business:
None

New Business:
None

Nick opened the meeting for public comment. There being no comments, the meeting was closed to public
comments.

The next meeting will be on September 23, 2026

The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

January Adams
Director of Library Services



